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should be appointed at that meeting, but
looking around him, he thought it was
not sufficiently large for so important a
purpose, and he should, therefore, move
for a committee to call another meeting.
He wished that there was a greater spirit
of union among the members of the me-
dical profession. He did hope ere long to
find it increase, for the utmost vigilance
was demanded at this time, when the sub-
ject of medical reform was likely to be
investigated by the Government. Gentle-
men must, in fact, take care that even the
few privileges they now enjoyed were not
taken from them. He was induced to make
this remark in consequence of having seen
a pamphlet, which had lately emanated
from a high quarter, containing, certainly,
many valuable observations, but at the
same time, some highly dangerous ones,
both to the public and the medical profes-
sion. A reference to one of these would
be sufficient to call the attention of the

meeting to the subject. It was as follows :
" As every one who can procure hearers
is allowed to preach the gospel, so every
one should have liberty to practise physic
who can obtain patients." Mr. Linnecar
added, that numerous advantages would be
likely to arise from the institution of a
medical club. He was anxious to see one

formed, and concluded by moving the

following resolution:&mdash;" That the means
best calculated to carry into effect the

foregoing resolution, will be the appoint-
ment of a committee to prepare the bu-
siness for a more general meeting of the
profession ; at which meeting an efficient
committee may be appointed, to collect
information respecting the measures to be
brought before the legislature, and to re-
port the same to their medical brethren."
Mr. HOLT, in seconding the motion,

remarked that he had been concerned in
the formation of a Medical Club some years
since, but he was sorry to say that it did
not answer expectation, but he hoped that
better success would attend the present
undertaking, and as far as medical reform
was concerned, he would assist his medical
brethren to the utmost of his power.--
Carried unanimously. ,

Sixteen gentlemen then subscribed their 
names as members of the Committee,
which, at the suggestion of Mr. Walker,
would not, it was understood, meet until
after the subject of medical reform had
been discussed at the lVestminster Medical

Society. Several gentlemen put down
their names as members of the Club.
Upon the motion of Mr. ECCLES, a sub-

scription was entered into to defray the
expenses of Meeting. - Thanks were then
voted to the Chairman, and the meeting
was adjourned.

THE LANCET.

London, Saturday, November 23, 1833.

DEMANDS OF THE PUBLIC FOR MEDICAL REFORM.

WHILE our political institutions and

popular character are undergoing great
and important changes, it would be most

unworthy of our senators to neglect the
amelioration of the scientific establish-

ments of the country. The spirit which
has produccd the one ought to be ex-

tended to a reform of the others, and each
should participate in the same advantages.
Remarks on this subject are not confined
to the members of the medical profession.
The public is everywhere beginning to

complain, that while " knowledge" is

daily demonstrating its identity with
" power " in every other department of
our social system, our literary and scien-
tific corporations evince fewer signs of
reformation than is becoming to the age,
and still continue in their long-confirmed
state of confusion, inefficiency, and abuse.
The complaint is natural. The public are
the sufferers.

The day of medical reform, however,
though slowly, is surely, arriving. Since

the first dawn of political reform, the

Legislature has been employed entirely in
regenerating those parts of the Govern-
ment towards which public attention has
been most intensely directed. It seemed,
though erroneously, to be expedient that
those points from which political gan-
grene had diffused itself, should first be

reduced to a healthy condition. All re-

form was at one time denied to the peo-

ple, and when its blessings were at last

conceded, no wonder that the application
of its searching qualities were first de-

manded to those abuses in the state

which were most prominent to the public
eye, and best understood by the great mass
of the nation.
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Though, however, for this reason, we riouncement of inequality in the’medical
wait with patient and subdued feelings for institutions of the country? The rejec-
the great changes which must take place tion, for instance, of the anatomical and
in medical law, the profession and the surgical certificates of the Dublin College
public must not employ the less energetic of Surgeons by the University of Edin-
measures for realizing our just claims on burgh, places this assumption of superio-
Government. The cry " to arms" has rity in a prominent and remarkably ridi-
been raised at an appropriate hour, and culous light.
no man should sleep in his tent while his The mischief of the evil extends beyond
labours are demanded in the field. We the corporators themselves, and having
have a schedule of grievances, the items of first generated contempt in them, it

which are indisputable,-a case, the indi- next excites jealousies among the gra-

cations of which point out their own duates and licentiates of those bodies. It

remedy. None are so hardy as publicly greatly embarrasses students, by compel-
to deny that the state of the medical pro- ling them to seek for knowledge at times
fession is incompatible with its successful and in places which may be not only in.
tuition and practice,-that, as a science, convenient, but positively injurious to

its acquirement is- obstructed, and, as a them. It tends to bring the science it-
means of living, its exercise is frustrated self into popular disrepute, from the crea-
by numerous contradictory and mischie- tion of a feeling that difference of educa-
vous laws. tion affects those who practise medicine,
Among those points which must be en- and results from ignorance of the art of

forced on the attention of Parliament with medical tuition.

great energy, are the injurious effects of To these discrepancies then we would
permitting a difference in the courses of oppose uniformity of education among all
medical education at the various univer- bodies authorised to teach the medical

sities and colleges, and of allowing the sciences, and the free exchange of those
authorities at those institutions to refuse proofs of qualification which are granted
the recognitiori of diplomas which have by the established schools and courts of
been granted by their fellow teachers in examination. All restriction of right to
other parts of the kingdom. The mon- practise in particular places, and to fill

strous selfishness of the latter regulation particular medical situations, should cease.
is balanced by no conceivable advantage, With the consummation of a reform in
while its evils are most glaring. Under a medical law, an end should at once be put
system of well-conceived laws, nothing to all power of this kind, real or assumed,
can be more unjust, more inconsistent which is wielded by the Colleges of Phy-
with the honour and welfare of the pro- sicians of London and Dublin, and acted

fession, than this assumption of superio- on by the College of Surgeons in Ireland

rity-this exhibition of contempt for the in the appointment of medical officers to

legally-recognised decisions of other sci- Irish county infirmaries. No longer
entific bodies. Even were not the custom should such a pretended  privilege" exist

deeply degrading and unjustifiable in its as that of forbidding all but their own

effects on the members of other institu- fellows and licentiates to practise in Lon-
tions,&mdash;even were one set of professors don and Dublin, now claimed by the

and examiners more highly qualified for Colleges of Physicians of those cities.

their offices than another,-what could How preposterous does the information
be more imprudent than this public an- sound in the ear of the public, that no
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physician or surgeon, however high his

qualifications, can be appointed to a county
hospital in Ireland, unless he be also a

member or licentiate of the College of

Surgeons of that country, and that by the
enactment of a new law the extension

of this restriction to dispensaries is con-

templated !
But it will be the business of the legis-

lature to set all these questions at rest by
peremptory laws, which shall, first of all,
establish three great Faculties of Medi-

cine,-one for each capital of the United

Kingdom; and, secondly, require them
each to demand precisely the same proofs
of qualification from candidates for their

diploma. There needs no law to regulate
the limits within which that diploma shall
authorise the candidate to practise. The

certificate system being wholly abolished,
the private interests of Professors and

Courts of Examiners can never tempt
them to seek the interposition of such re-
strictive powers. In fact, it is the con-

venience alone of the public and the pro-
fession which demands the institution of

more even than one great faculty of medi-
cine for the entire of the three countries.

France, which is a large domain, has but
one. But we desire three, for here con-
venience tallies with advantage, and the
judicious rivalry of three well-appointed
Universities will heighten the general scale
of medical education. This would gene-
rate a rivalry of science,&mdash;of teachers com-
peting for fame by the excellence of their

instructions,-of examiners by the worthi-
ness of their-tests. Then, indeed, if either

Faculty can secure an excess of candi-

dates at its doors by the celebrity of its
diploma, in God’s name let that celebrity
secure to the professors a profitable re-
pute, and let hauteur and contempt be felt 
for those alone who have ought and ob-
tained a legal qualification to practise, at
the hands of ignorant teachers and nibg- 

Ilectful examiners. 

We venture to predict, however, that
the future republic of medicine will never
afford an opportunity for the’ exercise of
such baneful feelings.

REMARKS BY DR. TYTLER ON THE

LETTER OF MR. BARNETT.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I beg to express my thanks to
Mr. Barnett for making known the very
important cases which he has transmitted
to THE LANCET and for the specimen of
rice which has been sent for my inspec-
tion. The rice is of the same description
as that which is mentioned in Captain
Bowie’s letter (see LANCET, page 119)-
viz. rice which has the appearance of

I being good, butthe deleterious qualities of
which are evinced when least suspected.Thus is corroborated what I asserted in

my former letter to you-viz. that the

deleterious qualities of rice can, in the

present state of our knowledge, only be

proved by its effects on the animal sys-
tem, and cannot be previously pronounced
on. The disease producible by bad barley
is not inferior in interest to that produced
by rice; and the instance adduced by Mr.
Barnett is only an illustration of the dread-
ful effects occasioned by a species of
disease in barley, a drawing of which was
laid by me before the Medico-Botanical
Society at its last meeting. The dark
powder contained in barley, and named
by the natives of India kindole and lera, is
well known as a deadly poison ; but bai-
ley is diseased in various minor stages,
and, according to the state of the grain;
is the severity of the malady. But Mr.
Barnett and other practitioners will re-
mark, that I merely state these as facts,
being just now by no means prepared to
enter the vast field of medical research
which here lies before the members of
the profession. I am, Sir,

Yours very faithfully,
R. TYTLER.

London, Nov. 16th, 1833.
R. TYTLER.

ELECTIONS AT THE ALDERSGATE-STREET

DISPENSARY.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In an explanatory letter, which
appeared in your last Number from Dr.
Birkbeck, he attempts to vindicate Mr.
Salmon for having had recourse to the

making of money votes, which he is
stated to have done in self-defence. This
,plea was refuted, shortly after the elec-


